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Lajeunesse 
showcases 
université engagée 


BARBARA BLACK 





President Claude Lajeunesse gave the business 
community a taste of the whirlwind that is 
Concordia in a breakfast speech to the Board of 
Trade of Greater Montreal on Feb. 2. 

In his first major public address since his 
installation last October, he told a sold-out audi- 
ence that the university is creating a blue-ribbon 
committee to find ways to convince graduates to 
stay and make their careers here in Quebec. 

The committee will be chaired by Arvind Joshi, 
a member of Concordia’s Board of Governors 
who is CEO of St. Mary’s Hospital and a professor 
at McGill University. 

Lajeunesse reminded his audience that the 
city’s universities and research institutes con- 
tribute aproximately six billion dollars and 
65,000 jobs to its economy. Roughly one in five 
Montreal university students attends Concordia. 

“I am passionate about Concordia; he said. 
“What I find most attractive about it is the fact 
that it is engaged with its community. It’s an 
agent of change” 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 
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Dancers from the Montreal Center of Chinese Culture and Arts perform a Mongolian dance at Chinatown’s Restaurant Ruby Rouge for 
over 300 Concordians and their families. 


Chinese New Year party 
really puts on the dog 


Professor contributes “spicy” Szechuan songs 


KAREN HERLAND 





According to Chinese astrology, those 
born in the Year of the Dog are well suit- 
ed to management positions. So it is 
entirely appropriate that a dinner to wel- 
come that year, hosted by the Commerce 
Graduate Students’ Association (CGSA), 
was the biggest one yet. 

More than 300 people enjoyed a huge 
meal and entertainment at the 
Restaurant Ruby Rouge on Feb. 3. This is 
the fifth year for the unoffical event. 

“This is a tradition that keeps growing 
and growing; John Molson School of 
Business Dean Jerry Tomberlin said 
early in the evening. 

Initially, the event attracted 80 MBA 
students, many of them celebrating a 
tradition far from home. However, the 
dinner has expanded to include faculty 
and staff from the JMSB and beyond. 


“Dr. Suen [Ching Suen of CENPARMI] 
reserved two tables and Dr. Clement 
Lam [Chair of Computer Science] 
brought his whole family; said organiz- 
er Cynthia Law, JMSB Manager of 
Graduate Administration/Enrollment. 

She added that it is rare for such an 
informal event to attract participation 
across faculties: “It really reflects a com- 
munity spirit” 

Law taught Dean Tomberlin how to 
say “Happy New Year” and “How are 
you?” in Mandarin, much to the delight 
of the audience. The evening was hosted 
in English, French and Mandarin. 

Law coordinated the restaurant, meal 
and entertainment for the event with 
the help of Mary Genova, Director of the 
Centre for Instructional Technology. 

CGSA members provided funds to 
cover some costs for the entertainers 
and pitched in with ticket sales for the 


evening. They were so successful that 
there was a waiting list for those hoping 
to score unused tickets. Raffle prizes 
were also distributed throughout the 
evening. 

“This is our biggest event of the year; 
said Errol Lobo, Vice-President Events 
for the CGSA. “People love Chinese cul- 
ture and these are perfomances you 
don't see very often” 

Law relied on contacts in the 
Montreal Center of Chinese Culture and 
Arts to provide performers. “Last year, 
we were supposed to get eight dancers 
and only four actually made it’ This 
year, one performer was tracked down 
at 2 p.m. on the afternoon of the dinner. 

The evening began with speeches and 
a game of “draw the tail on the dog? a 
variation on the more typical donkey- 
tail pinning contest. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 
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VIEWPOINT 


Teaching is scholarship 


Some Canadian universities are ahead of 
us in recognizing it, Arshad Ahmad says 


A growing movement is attracting worldwide attention. It’s 
known as the scholarship of teaching and learning, or SOTL for 
short. 

Concordia faculty members have always understood teach- 
ing as the university's central purpose. Over 350 Concordia pro- 
fessors participated in a comprehensive North American study 
in 1996 on the relative importance of research and teaching 
(Grey, Diamond & Adam at Syracuse). 

The perception among faculty at that time was that the insti- 
tution was tilting heavily towards research despite the fact that 
they considered teaching just as important. Reality does not 
always match the rhetoric. 

New faculty members are pulled in many directions and 
pressured to do it all. Expected to establish themselves quickly 
by publishing, they often teach large first-year classes and must 
sit in on time-consuming committees. 

When faced with difficult choices, they find that disciplinary 
research trumps other forms of scholarship, even if the latter is 
more meaningful and fulfilling. The institution falls into the 
same trap, diverting resources and rewards to encourage a nar- 
row definition of research. 

I can tell you that many Canadian universities are going in a 
different direction. They are striving to build an institutional 
culture that redresses the meaning of scholarship and strives 
for some balance. 

This involves merit and promotion exercises that value the 
scholarship of teaching and learning. It also involves visible 
action from university leaders. 

Take the University of British Columbia, which has co-found- 
ed the International Society for the Scholarship of Teaching and 
Learning. Queens and Mount Allison Universities recently 
announced teaching chairs that draw attention to educational 
agendas. 

The University of Toronto has just announced a new 
Teaching Academy to celebrate faculty who have earned the 
President's Teaching Award. The recipients receive a $10,000 
professional development allowance annually for five years. 

The federal government is also participating in the move- 
ment. Industry Canada, the Office of Learning Technologies, 
and more recently, SSHRC, are allocating funds to study peda- 
gogical issues and improve standards. 

Connecting SOTL to challenges facing Concordia, be it high 
student attrition, academic integrity issues or online learning, 
provides opportunities for research under the umbrella of 
SOTL. Faculty are on the front lines. Imagine the possibilities. 

Id like to see Concordia recognize and reward excellent 
teachers in curriculum development, teaching and pedagogical 
leadership. Concordia’s Centre for Teaching and Learning 
Services, one of the oldest such centres in Canada, could lead 
and support SOTL efforts. 

Reconnecting with our students under the rubric of SOTL 
could breathe new life into the entire Concordia community. 


Arshad Ahmad is an associate professor in the John Molson 
School of Business. A finance professor who earned his doctorate 
in education, he is also a 3M Teaching Fellow. For the sixth year, 
he is the coordinator of a national awards program that recog- 
nizes teaching and leadership. 


Readers are invited to contact Barbara Black with ideas for future 
Viewpoints. Contact her by email at barblak@alcor.concordia.ca 











Passage to India: Visitors 
impressed with potential links 


BARBARA BLACK 


Premier Jean Charest led a dele- 
gation to India last month to 
develop trade and education 
links. Concordia was represented 
on the trip by Vice-Provost 
(International) Liselyn Adams 
and President Emeritus 
Frederick Lowy. 

Adams reports that the whirl- 
wind visit— less than a week of 
workable days after time zones 
are factored in — greatly deep- 
ened their knowledge of India and 
raised our profile in the world’s 
second most-populous country. 

With more than one billion 
people, 18 official languages and 
hundreds -of postsecondary 
schools, India offers enormous 
potential — and competition. 

The literacy rate, once relative- 
ly low, is now around 60 per cent, 
and the inroads being made into 
the global marketplace by India's 
higher technology sector are the 
talk of the business pages. 

The visitors from the Quebec 
universities, including McGill, 
Laval, the Université de Montréal, 
the Université du Québec system 
and Sherbrooke, attended three 
round tables in three cities. Each 
representing a cluster of Indian 
institutions, 26 in all. 


Indian education officials are 
especially keen on establishing 
links in the sciences, such as plant 
genomics and nanotechnology. 
They are also interested in 
exchanges in the social sciences, 
languages, new media, women’s 
studies and in animation, a rela- 
tively new art form there. 

Business schools were well rep- 
resented as well, and Concordia 
will continue to build on its suc- 
cessful partnerships in engineer- 
ing and business. A team from 
IIM Bangalore came to Montreal 


in January to compete in the John . 


Molson International Case Com- 
petition for the first time, and did 
well. 

A reporter for one French-lan- 
guage Montreal newspaper ques- 
tioned the value of a junket to a 
country so strongly oriented to 
the English language through its 
colonial history. 

However, Charest visited an 
institute for French studies on the 
trip, and announced a $50,000 
contribution to establish a Quebec 
Studies Centre within their 
Institute of Francophone Studies. 

Adams said this gesture was 
greatly appreciated, and she feels 
sure it will foster stronger con- 
nections. “We proposed an inter- 
university network on India stud- 








Trading art for espresso 


ies to parallel theirs on French- 
Canadian studies.” This could 
provide opportunities for 
researchers and graduate stu- 
dents in both countries to con- 
tribute to these programs. 

Concordia already has many 
Indian connections (see “Game 
theory’, p. 8). Indeed, 13 per cent 
of the faculty in Engineering is 
from that country, including Vice- 
Dean Rama Bhat and former dean 
M.N.S. Swamy. Also from India are 
retired Economics professor 
Balbir Sahni and Political Science 
professor Reeta Tremblay. Cinema 
professor Tom Waugh has studied 
Indian cinema in depth, and sev- 
eral other Concordia professors 
have worked in that country. 

The next step is to build more 
structured relationships. “I favour 
starting with links among 
researchers. These will trickle 
down to graduate students and 
ultimately, undergraduates, she 
said. 

Although their sightseeing was 
squeezed into a few hours, Adams 
and Lowy value the social con- 
tacts they made on the trip. One 
academic administrator even 
phoned Adams to make sure she 
got back safely. It’s the kind of ges- 
ture that bodes well for a lasting 
academic connection. 





Staff of Café X were in divine form at an Art Sale Fundraiser held on Jan. 24 to raise money for the student-run 
café which is located on the second floor of the VA Building. Sales of line drawings, paintings and photographs 
raised $1,500 to help Café X keep its doors open (and perhaps to buy that coveted espresso machine). Although 
refreshments and baked goods were also on offer, “most of that amount came from artwork sales, which is real- 
ly unbelievable” manager Meghan Ancheta said. “It was so successful and so much fun!" Pictured, clockwise 
from right, are: Jasmine Bakalarz, Meghan Ancheta, Katie Jung, John Player and Eric Osberg. Others not pic- 
tured who helped make the event a success were Butlau Lai, Gallery X curators Mathieu Malouf and Catherine 
Guerin, as well as Trevor Kiernander, Susan Westbrook and Trish Middleton all of the Fine Arts Student Alliance. 
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Safety for road and 


During a recent tour of the iabs in the new EV building, President Lajeunesse spent considerable time in Suong 
Hoa’s composite materials facility. Above, research associate Ming Xe explains the development of an airplane 





component. Professor Hoa is on the left and Vice-Provost, Research Truong Vo-Van.on the right. 


BARBARA BLACK 





When youre driving down one of 
Montreal's highways, hemmed in 
by giant transport trucks, give a 
thought to Subhash Rakheja. 
The engineering professor is 
doing his best to keep you safe. 

It’s a challenge. The trans- 
portation sector in Canada is 
worth about $100 billion a year; 
it's highly competitive, and oper- 
ators don't spend extra money 
willingly. 

“Freight transportation under- 
went major change in the mid- 
1980s, when I was getting started 
in my research,’ he said at a pres- 
entation on Jan. 30. He was one 
of three researchers who gave a 
summary of their work at a 
show-and-tell session for the 
benefit of President Claude 
Lajeunesse and interested facul- 
ty and graduate students. 

Rakheja said the regulations 
have allowed trucks to become 
significantly heavier and larger. 
Tank trucks carrying liquids are 
especially risky, as they can lose 
control while braking and turn- 
ing, especially if the tank is only 
partly filled. Accidents involving 
such vehicles could be cata- 
strophic. 

He works on solutions such as 
modified triangular tanks that 
are more stable than the cylin- 
drical ones, and anti-sloshing 
devices to go inside the tanks. 
Since the onset of a rollover usu- 
ally starts at the rear axle of a 
long tractor-trailer combination, 
Rakheja is trying to develop a 
warning system to enable the 
driver to take corrective action 
as early as possible. 


At CONCAVE, the Concordia 
Centre for Advanced Vehicle 
Engineering, researchers test 
buses and other vehicles for 
vibration, which can have seri- 
ous effects, particularly on pro- 
fessional drivers. 

As an expert in ergodynamics, 
Rakheja and his colleagues study 
the interaction of many factors 
—the vehicle, the road, the cargo 
and the driver. They're trying to 
develop simulation tools to ana- 
lyze vehicle-cargo interactions, 
and create vehicles adapted for 
our ability to perceive an emer- 


Professor Subhash Rakheja 


gency and react appropriately. 

Rakheja also works on the 
design of tools to minimize their 
negative impact on our bodies. 
He showed a sobering photo of 
the hand of a longtime stone- 
cutter whose fingers were white 
and numb after years on the job. 
He added gently, “In a cold cli- 
mate, recovery is very slow” 

He has an international repu- 
tation and has received many 
grants over his 20-year career 
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from the major granting agen- 
cies and government depart- 
ments of transportation. A PhD 
alumnus of Concordia and a 25- 
year veteran of the engineering 
faculty, Rakheja was the 2004-05 
senior recipient of the Concordia 
University Research Award. 

Rakheja sees his research as 
an essential part of his mandate 
as a teacher, because building 
research models gives his gradu- 
ate students invaluable practical 
experience. 

At the same show-and-tell, 
Narayanswamy Sivakumar pre- 
sented an overview of his work 
in laser metrology and laser 
micromachining. Nadia Bhuiyan 
was prevented by illness from 
presenting, but master’s student 
Adil Salam _ presented an 
overview of her work in industri- 
al engineering. Bhuiyan uses 
“lean engineering” to guide the 
development of a new product 
from concept to launch. 


Many composites projects 


President Lajeunesse must 
have been impressed by the 
number of major projects in 
Suong Hoa’s composites lab 
when he toured it in January. 

The lab is involved in a $2-mil- 
lion project on the use of com- 
posite materials for the manu- 
facturing of aircraft compo- 


nents. Specifically, it is develop- 


ing a wing box using bonding 
technology. 

Its collaborators are many: 
researchers at the Ecole 
Polytechnique, two institutes of 
the National Research Council 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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ACCOLADES 


Murray Sang, Director of Continuing Education, was in the 
National Post recently in a photo and an article about the return of 
demand for technical programs. 


~oQ 


Steven Appelbaum (Management) has been invited to join the edi- 
torial boards of two publications, Management Research News at 
Clark University, in Worcester, Mass., and the Journal of the American 
Academy of Business, Cambridge, based in Hollywood, Fla. 


~@Q 


Geologist Judith Patterson was interviewed by CBC Newsworld 
on Dec. 20 on the outlook for the price of oil, and was also quoted in 
a Gazette article by Peggy Curran regarding the climate meeting 
held in Montreal in November. Patterson presented a lecture, 
“International Civil Aviation and the End of Cheap Oil? at the 25th 
Annual General Assembly of the European Regions Airline 
Association in Gothenburg, Sweden, last fall. 


non 


Robert M. Philmus (Emeritus, English) has published another 
book, Visions and Re-visions: (Re)constructing Science Fiction. The 
420-page volume offers close readings of works not only by English- 
language authors from H. G. Wells to Ursula Le Guin and Philip K. 
Dick and Jonathan Swift, but also by Evgeny Zamyatin, J. L. Borges, 
Italo Calvino, and Stanislaw Lem. The book is published by 
Liverpool University Press; the University of Chicago Press is its U.S. 
distributor. 


 NQn 


Kathy Assayag, Vice-President 
Advancement and Alumni 
Relations, was interviewed by 
Steve Rukavina on CBC’s Home 
Run on Feb. 3 about the Adopt a 
Student program, and the item 
popped up on a newscast as 
well. The financial aid program 
emphasizes the personal con- 
nection by matching a donor to 
a student and encouraging the 
student to maintain contact as 
he or she progresses through a 
program at Concordia. To date, 
more than 280 students are 
enjoying this form of “adoption” 


~Qo 


Peter Downie (Journalism) spent a week (Jan. 16 to 20) hosting the 
network CBC radio program As Jt Happens in Toronto. 


“Qo 


A paper by Finance professor Lorne Switzer, written with Catherine 
Kelly and titled “Corporate Governance Mechanisms and Small Cap 
Firm Performance: Evidence for Canada? won the best paper award 
at the McMaster World Congress on Corporate Governance, held 
Jan. 25 to 27 in Hamilton, Ont. The paper will be published in the 
International Journal of Business Governance and Ethics. 


~oQo 


Jerry Zucker, the new American owner of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, has a double Concordia grad as his Canadian lieutenant 
Robert Johnston has an MBA from the John Molson School of 
Business and a Master's in Public Policy and Public Administration. 
According to the National Post (Jan. 27), he caught Zucker's eye 
when Johnston was working at Dominion Textile Inc., which Zucker 
bought in 1997. Johnston is now vice-president of strategic planning 
for Zucker's InterTech Group Inc. 


~o 


Sheila Arnopoulos, an alumna who taught for many years in 
Journalism, has been giving interviews in India, where she is doing 
research on various initiatives by rural women. She sent the Journal 
clippings from the Hindustan Times, the Indian Express, the 
Lucknow City Pioneer, and Amar Utala. 
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SENATE NOTES 


A regular meeting of University Senate, held Feb. 3, 2006 


Applications: Provost Martin Singer said the university has the high- 
est enrolment in its history, 24,000 FTEs (full-time-equivalent, stu- 
dents); the intention is to cap enrolment at 25000. Applications have 
increased by 2.81-per-cent over last year. However, those from gradu- 
ate and international students have decreased. The application fee is 
a factor. In the case of international students, the delay in processing 
visas is a problem for all Canadian universities. Recent trips to China 
and India (see page 2) will help; however, Chinese universities are 
more competitive for their own students, and the effect of 9/11, 
which delivered international students to Canada instead of the US, 
has faded. 


Institute on Diversity: Former Provost Jack Lightstone introduced 
the Concordia Institute for Cultural and Social Diversity on behalf of 
50 professors from three faculties. It will go to the deans and faculty 
councils, and if approved, be submitted to Senate for approval. He 
said it will conduct research and deliver the results to the communi- 
ty at large. He hoped Engineering would also participate. The 
Institute will benefit from an endowment, plus a modest contribution 
from the university. The full 26-page proposal can be viewed on the 
Senate website via the Secretariat page. 


Jason Camlot (Arts & Science) asked what had become of a proposed 
Institute for the Humanities. Dean David Graham said he and Dean 
Catherine Wild would shortly make a formal proposal for this body. 


Financial picture: CFO Larry English presented the final results for 
2004-05 and the 2005-06 operating budget. Last year the deficit was 
$2.6 million, but it ended up being $9 million. Nearly $7 million of this 
amount, the result of the collective agreements that in some cases 
went back three years, was accrued (paid and projected payouts). 


The university is paying out $13.38 million this year to service the 
debt on its new buildings; this will continue for 40 years. However, a 
graph of the financial solvency of all Quebec universities indicates 
they all dipped about the same amount last year. Concordia contin- 
ues to be in the soundest financial health, with an accumulated sur- 
plus of $10,465000 thanks in part to nearly $30 million in internally 
restricted funds. 


In answer to a question about the reason for overspending by about 
$3 million for administration (not counting Advancement), English 
said there was no single reason beyond the under-funding of the uni- 
versity. However, Juan Segovia (JMSB) said the budget as presented 
was not sufficiently explicit, and left many questions. He said the aca- 
demic sector's spending had increased by 3 per cent, but the admin- 
istrative departments had overspent by much more, some by over 
100 per cent. He urged more efficient and effective management of 
the university's resources. 


English said the budget had been approved by the Board. The next 
iteration of the 2005-06 budget would go to the May 19 Board meet- 
ing and be presented to Senate May 5 


Searches: Claude Lajeunesse reported that the search for Vice- 
President, Research and Graduate Studies, was proceeding. Singer 
said the search for Dean of the JMSB was also in hand. Christopher 
Ross (JMSB, CUFA President) asked why the function of the new VP 
was not discussed at Senate, to which Lajeunesse replied that the job 
profile would be composed in due course by the search committee. 


Credit courses in Cont Ed: In answer to a question by Ross, the 
President said this proposal would be discussed in the faculties, after 
which it would come to Senate. 


Academic vs. non-academic VPs: In answer to a question by Ross 
about a proposal to categorize VPs, Lajeunesse said he was not pres- 
ent when this proposal was made, and it would be up to the chair of 
the Board to decide if the proposal would be brought to Senate. 


Online course calendar: University Counsel Pierre Frégeau report- 
ed that he could find no legal requirement for the course calendar to 
be printed. 


Senate meetings: Several students expressed disappointment that 
three Senate meetings have been cancelled over the past year. 


Next meeting: March 17. 








Memorial gift to the library 





Catherine and Robert Ewart (centre) visited the Webster Library on Feb. 6 to see some of the 50 or more new books 
on art and design they have given the university. With them are Libraries Director William Curran and Jocelyn 


Godolphin, Assistant Director, Collection Services, who thanked them for their generosity. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ewart are making an annual donation to the library to buy art books in memory of their daughter, 
Meredith Ewart (BA 1995) who had a particular interest in design and crafts. She died with her husband in the Sept. 11, 


2001, bombing of the World Trade Center in New York. 





~1N MEMORIAM 


Mary Jane (Mickey) Miller 


their families. Information on how | 


Marty Jane (Mickey) Miller, Student 
Accounts, passed away on Jan. 21 
after a long battle with cancer. She 
will be greatly missed by her loving 
husband Will (Bill), Assistant 
Director of Administrations 
Systems and Portal, ITS. 

Mickey Miller became a mem- 
ber of Concordia’s staff in 1998; 
Bill Miller began working at 


Concordia in /1972. Miller's 
daughters, Melissa and Maureen, 
and her extended family in 
Toronto mourn her passing. 

A funeral-was held Jan. 28 at St. 
John Fisher Church, Pointe Claire. 
Donations in her name in lieu of 
flowers can be made to the Hope & 
Cope Foundation, which provides 
support to cancer patients and 


Travel safety research 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 


Canada and the Defense 
Research Establishment Val 
Cartier, plus Bell Helicopter, 
Pratt & Whitney and Delastek (a 
small company in Quebec). The 
work is supported by the 
Consortium on Aerospace in 
Quebec (CRIAQ). 

Hoa’s team is also working on 
the use of thermoplastic com- 
posite for the manufacturing of 
helicopter landing gear and 
wing box panels for Bombardier 
aircrafts. 

This again is supported by 
Bell Helicopter, Bombardier, 
and CRIAQ. It is a collaborative 
effort with ETS and two insti- 
tutes of the National Research 
Council of Canada. The cost of 
that project is about $450,000. 

The composites lab _ is 
involved in a project on self- 


healing materials with the 
Canadian Space Agency and 
MPB Technologies, and several 
projects on nano-technology. 

“We have developed 
nanocomposites that are fire 
self-extinguishing and impact- 
resistant,” Hoa said. 

Three companies have signed 
up to exploit this technology 
through a patent applied by 
Gestion Valeo on Concordia’s 
behalf. 

The next research presenta- 
tion will be on the theme of 
Learning Human Development 
and Human Environment and 
will take place on Feb. 27 from 
3:30 - 5 p.m., location to be 
announced. 

The presenters will be psy- 
chologist Mark Ellenbogen, 
biologist Vincent Martin and 
education researcher Philip 
Abrami. 





to donate is provided at 340-8251. 

Everyone who knew Mickey 
appreciated her thoughtfulness, 
creativity and joie de vivre. The 
Concordia University Support Staff 
Union and her colleagues at the 
university offer their sincere con- 
dolences to Mickey's family and 
friends. 
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Why believers are 
drawn to the divine 


IRENE CASELLI 
Over 30 graduate students from 
universities across Quebec and 
Ontario will meet Feb. 9 to present 
papers on Sexy Religion: The 
Allure of the Transcendent. 

The conference focuses on why 
people are drawn to religion and 
how they show their adoration for 
the divine. 

Students from the entire spec- 
trum of social sciences will partic- 
ipate in the conference, the 11th 
ofits kind organized by the gradu- 
ate students of the Department of 
Religion. 

Steven Lapidus, one of the 
organizers, said the themes are 
always deliberately broad so that 
students from all disciplines can 
share their research with their 
peers. 

“This is an interdisciplinary 
conference,’ he said. “The depart- 
mental focus is more on sociology 
than theology: 

The line-up of papers reflects a 
broad approach to the subject. 

The daylong program includes 
an exploration of the 
Reihanohikari religious organiza- 
tion in Japan, an unusual religious 


interpretation of St. Augustine as 
an “erotic lover in search of an 
absolute, transcendent Beloved; 
and a socio-economic analysis of 
religious education in Mali. 

There's even a paper on how 
René Lévesque turned the tradi- 
tional opening prayer of the 
Quebec parliament into a 
moment of silence. The presenta- 
tion promises to examine the his- 
tory of this opening ritual in the 
National Assembly as a reflection 
of contemporary cultural values. 

Sacha Mathew, who is finishing 
his MA in History and Philosophy 
of Religion at Concordia, will par- 
ticipate in the conference for the 
second year in a row. 

He said last year he received 
precious feedback from the audi- 
ence that helped him bring new 
angles into his research. His 
paper analyzes the tradition of 
Jewish apocalypticism. Other 
papers cover most world religions 
and cults from early Christian 
texts and Confucianism to New 
Age. 
A keynote address by Religion 
Professor Donald Boisvert, “The 
Flirtatious Sacred: Reflections on 
Religion and Desire; will sum up 


the day of activities. 

Using historical examples as 
well as personal stories, Boisvert 
will argue that desire stands at 
the core of the religious quest. 
“Humans still fall in love with 
their gods and goddesses and 
claim, in turn, that they are loved 
by them’ 

Lapidus added jokingly, “It'll 
be an edgy talk” 

The relaxed atmosphere that 
reigns in the department, com- 
bined with the approachability 
and support of the faculty, are the 
key to the success of the confer- 
ence, according to Lapidus. 

“The strong sense of cama- 
raderie here makes it possible for 
us to put together an event that 
creates a network of future 
Canadian scholars,’ he said. 

All presentations will be con- 
sidered for publication in the 
Journal of Religion and Culture, 
the department's graduate stu- 
dents’ publication. 

Sexy Religion is on from 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on the seventh floor 
of the Hall Building (Rooms 763, 
765, 767). 

Boisvert is scheduled to give his 
keynote address at 4 p.m. 


Lajeunesse speaks at sold-out Board of Trade event 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


He was able to provide many 
examples, beginning with the 
concept of Quartier Concordia, 
which will stretch from the 
Museum of Fine Arts to the 
Canadian Centre for Architect- 
ure, embracing the cultural rich- 
ness of the downtown core and 
enhancing it with the universi- 
ty’s own imprint. 

“Since its inception, 
Concordia has been the place of 
choice for new Quebecers, 
Lajeunesse said. “Even today, I 
find the commencement cere- 
monies particularly moving. 

“There are always parents and 
relatives whose origins can be 
traced all over the world, who 
are there to honour the first 
member of their family to 
obtain a university degree. They 
are very proud, and so are we.” 

Lajeunesse went on to list 
many _ recent innovations, 
including the new-media facility 
Hexagram, community café dis- 


cussion groups, management 
training for aboriginal adminis- 
trators, and, perhaps of particu- 
lar interest to his audience, a 
new institute in business gover- 
nance. 


“Our governments 
need to be remind- 
ed of the impor- 
tance of investing in 
higher education to 
prepare for the 
future.” 


Claude Lajeunesse 


He said a 
Concordia: Central to Montreal's 
Future will be published this 
year to document the universi- 
ty’s contribution as a builder 
and partner. It will take particu- 
lar note of planned contribu- 
tions to the Cité du savoir, a 
technological park in Laval. 


report called © 


The university will hold “a 
symposium on the evolution of 
the role of the media in Canada, 
to be followed by an academic 
conference on the same subject 
next year.” 

Lajeunesse said he was glad to 
hear Education Minister Jean- 
Mare Fournier's Jan. 26 
announcement of an infusion of 
$720 million over the next four 
years for university infrastruc- 
ture across the province. 

However, he added, “I have 
consistently found that our vari- 
ous governments need to be 
reminded of the importance of 
investing in higher education to 
prepare for the future” 

President Lajeunesse was 
warmly introduced by the mas- 
ter of ceremonies for the busi- 
ness breakfast, Patrick Kenniff, 
who was rector of Concordia 
from 1984 to 1994. 

Visit http://news.concordia.ca 
to view the presentation of Dr. 
Lajeunesse’s speech, “Concor- 
dia: Engaged in Innovation and 
Agent of Social Change.’ 
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Professor Donald Boisvert with Steven Lapidus, a conference organizer. 


McCaughey: Advancement 
and Alumni Relations 


Dominique McCaughey has 
joined the Office of Advancement 
and Alumni Relations as Director, 
Special Initiatives. 

She will lead fundraising proj- 
ects in the central office for athlet- 
ics, library, student residences and 
facilities, refectory, and all initia- 
tives that are not faculty-specific. 

She is a development, fund-rais- 
ing and community-organizing 
professional who has worked with 
Jewish Family Services of the Baron 
de Hirsch Institute and Project 
Genesis, among others. She is 
presently the co-chair of alloca- 
tions of the Greater Montreal 
Community Foundation. 

McCaughey graduated from 
Concordia with a BA (Honours, 
with distinction) and MA in 
European Intellectual History 
(J.W. McConnell and FCAR fellow) 
in 1996 and 2002, and obtained 
her BCL and LL.B degrees (with 
distinction) from McGill Univers- 
ity in 2003. 





A member of the Montreal, 
Quebec and Canadian Bar 
Associations, she has practiced as 
litigator in the family law depart- 
ment of the Montreal firm 
Robinson Sheppard Shapiro L.L.P. 


We join Vice-President 
Advancement and Alumni Rela- 
tions Kathy Assayag in welcoming 
Dominique back to Concordia. 
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Cartoons help give African children a voice 


SHELAGH MCNALLY 





Cilia Sawadogo, a professor at the 
Mel Hoppenheim School of 
Cinema, took part in a UNESCO 
project called Africa Animated! 
that has really taken off. She 
talked about it in a lecture Jan. 25 
at the Musée dart contemporain 
de Montréal. 

In 2004, she was invited to 
teach at a five-week animation 
workshop held at the Zanzibar 
International Film Festival and in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Trainees from 
Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda 
were given support toward ani- 
mating original children’s stories. 

The films were such a hit at the 
Durban International Film 
Festival that DIFF offered to host 
the UNESCO workshop the fol- 
lowing year with the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal’s Centre for 
Creative Arts, also in Durban. 

This ongoing project is good 
news for the industry. Despite an 
abundance of talent, African ani- 
mation faces many challenges. 
Production studios, equipment 
and financing are in short supply 
and distribution is limited. 





Animator Cilia Sawadogo describes her leadership of animation workshops 


in Nairobi. 


The media adds to the problem 
by being myopic about the poten- 
tial for animation in the market- 
place. Since most animators can't 
support themselves, they often 
finish projects between other 
jobs or leave the country to work 
in the West. 

But as Sawadogo pointed out, 


Folding art into science 





These intricate origami pieces were on display from Feb. 6 to 8 on the 
Hall mezzanine as part of an exhibition entitled “Folding Together: A 


Peace Building Project.” 


The show of delicate paper works of art was brought to Concordia by 
the Peace and Conflict Resolution lecture series and organized by the 
Departments of Biology, Chemistry and the Science College. 

The pieces, including the whimsical human figures above, are the 
result of a project based in Jerusalem, in which Israeli and Palestinian 
children learn the ancient Japanese art of paper folding. 


Folding fanatics who missed the show won't want to miss a lecture 


early next month by one of the world’s leading origami artists, Dr. 


Robert Lang. 


His free lecture “From Flapping Birds to Space Telescopes: The Modern 
Science of Origami,” presented by Concordia’s Science College, will 
discuss the impact of geometric concepts on origami, and even reveal 
how origami has influenced airbag and telescope design. 

It takes place on March 2 at 8 p.m. at the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall. 
For more information, call 848-2424 ext. 2595. 


it’s not just Africa that has these 
difficulties. “There is a similar 
reality in Quebec as well, and we 
share many of the same prob- 
lems,’ she said. 

Despite the obstacles, African 
directors continue to produce 
innovative animated films that 
are winning over international 
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audiences. 

During her lecture, Sawadogo 
talked about the success of The 
Legend of the Sky Kingdom. This 
2003 full-length production from 
Zimbabwe was in the top five 
chosen out of 1,300 entries at the 
World Animation Festival. 

Produced in the capital city of 
Harare on a minimal budget, the 
film pioneered a new technique 
dubbed “junkmation” where 
characters and sets are made 
from discarded items like kitchen 
utensils and car parts. 

Participants in Africa Anim- 
ated! also experimented with a 
variety of techniques that includ- 
ed claymation, cut-outs, 3D 
objects and computer-generated 
images. Their original works 
show an emerging African style 
filled with bold colours, infec- 
tious music and a gentle sense of 
humour. 

Animation is seen as a power- 
ful tool not only to educate but 
also to give African children a 
voice. Many of the films screened 
at the lecture addressed social 
issues pertinent to Africa. 

Masha tells the story of a young 





girl about to be sold into mar- 
riage by her father while Kizito 
introduces us to a young boy who 
isn't allowed to go to school. 

Both children from Shiku'’s Song 
and Wahu want to be better stu- 
dents but don’t have time for 
anything but housework and 
working in the fields. /tchy Pitchy 
taught the importance of person- 
al hygiene and The Fulfilling 
Competition talked about good 
nutrition. 

Sawadogo also showed her 
own hand-drawn short film La 
Femme Mariée a Trois Hommes 
based on a popular legend to 
demonstrate how the oral tradi- 
tions of African culture are partic- 
ularly well suited to animation. 

The future for African anima- 
tion is looking brighter thanks to 
this program. 

“It's helping to define a style 
with an African signature but we 
need to keep developing the 
political will to support African 
animation; Sawadogo said. 

In the meantime. Africans can 
start enjoying the movies. A televi- 
sion station in Nairobi, KTN, has 


SaaS 


Chinese New Year draws faculties together 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


Performers continued through- 
out the 10-course meal. Those at 
the back of the hall watched the 
show on a big screen TV. 

In addition to the dancers, Law 
had another surprise in store. 


’ While at another new year’s cele- 


bration, she was impressed by a 
singer who performed traditional 
Chinese folk songs. 

She was delighted to discover 
that he was Dr. Shiping Ma, of the 
Exercise Science Department, 
and immediately convinced him 
to perform at the dinner, despite 
his reluctance to perform for aca- 
demic colleagues. 

Although he began by saying 
that his real expertise lay in 
research on muscle and bone 
injury, Ma delighted the crowd 
with his rendition of Szechuan 
songs which he joked were as 
“spicy” as the food the region is 
famous for. 

The final act was a bit of a 
departure from the more tradi- 
tional performers. Never 
Surrender bills itself as “the 
greatest lip-synch band in the 
world” 

“L was not sure if it would work, 


but I saw them [at the Concordia 
Theatre Department's fundrais- 
ing cabaret] last October and 
thought they were hilarious, Law 
said. 


She slipped them a CD of pop 
hits recorded in Chinese so that 
they could prepare one song 


especially for the event. They 
proved to be the hit of the 
evening. 

After the official performance 
ended, the evening continued 
with students, staff and faculty 
showing off their talents with 
the karaoke machine. 





Exerecise Science Professor Shiping Ma takes a break from his research 
on muscle and bone injury to perform Szechuan folk songs at the fifth 


CGSA Chinese New Year dinner. 


_Started regularly airing the films. 
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Open house: treats and tours 


Concordia rolled out the bur- 
gundy and gold carpet for nearly 
3,000 prospective students on 
Jan. 28. 

“A lot of them come with spe- 
cific questions in mind. Many 
know what program they want to 
apply to at Concordia, and sim- 
ply come to get more informa- 
tion,” said Pina Greco, Manager 
of Operations and Special 


Projects in the Recruitment 
Office. 

Most departments across all 
four faculties take part in the 
annual day-long Open House. It’s 
an opportunity to meet their 
future students and give them a 
taste of what their studies will be 
like. 

The Chemistry Department 
took this literally, and whipped 





up some special ice cream for the 
occasion. Batches were made to 
order and frozen in seconds 
using liquid nitrogen, instead of 
the traditional more time and 
energy consuming method. 

Guests also had close encoun- 
ters with creatures from the 
Department of Biology’s mena- 
gerie (see photo below left) and 
the opportunity to attend a sem- 
inar at the Mel Hoppenheim 
School of Cinema, among other 
attractions. 

Tours were given of the 
McConnell (library) Building, the 
GM Building, home to the John 
Molson School of Business, as 
well as the gleaming new Richard 
J. Renaud Science Complex and 
the Integrated Engineering, 
Computer Science and Visual 
Arts Complex. 

Although the visitors got 
acquainted with Concordia, they 
didn’t get to experience a typical 
winter's day in Montreal, Greco 
said. “It was clear, bright, and 
there wasn't a falling snowflake 
in sight!” 

The entire event was webcast 
live, and can be viewed at 
http://news.concordia.ca. “We 
keep it up for a couple of weeks 
afterwards so it continues to be 
accessible. We want to give as 
many people as possible the 
opportunity to see it” 





Art students cross the border to get feedback 


Marc LOSIER 


Roughly 400 art students submit- 
ted their work to the critics on 
Jan. 28. It was Portfolio Day, a 
chance for current and prospec- 
tive art students to gauge the 
strengths and weaknesses of their 
portfolios. 

The event, held in conjunction 
with the university's recruitment 
Open House, was the brainchild 
of Fine Arts recruitment officer 
Amanda French. 

“Tt took a while for the Faculty 
to get on board, but this is the 
third year we have held such an 
event; she said. “I hope this idea 
of collaboration between Cana- 
dian art institutions will continue 
to grow in Montreal” 

This year's edition, held in the 
EV building, included the Nova 
Scotia College of Art and Design 
and Vancouver's Emily Carr 
Institute of Art + Design. 


Constructive feedback from 
established professors and gradu- 
ate students often gives an art 
student more focus and confi- 
dence. For added incentive, the 


event did not require prior regis- 
tration. 

Fine Arts student counsellor 
Perla Muyal, who worked with 
French on the event throughout 


December and January, said it 
drew students from all over 
Quebec, Ontario and the north- 
eastern states. 

Cat Harris, 18, came with her 


Students consult experts from across the country to find out how to get their work noticed and into a gallery 
one day. This was the first year that representatives from three different art schools provided feedback. 
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parents from New Hampshire and 
felt the trip was worthwhile. “Yes, 
absolutely. It was very informa- 
tive, and helped me with direc- 
tion? 

Besides interviews, Portfolio 
Day included a Student Photo- 
graphy and Print Media sale, 
tours of the EV facility, studio arts 
presentations, and a demonstra- 
tion by the Mel Hoppenheim 
School of Cinema. Represent- 
atives from every facet of 
Concordia’s Faculty of Fine Arts 
were available for face time with 
the young hopefuls. 

Looking ahead to next year, 
French would like to include 
more schools. “We hope that 
every year it'll become more and 
more Canadian. We just want it to 
get bigger and bigger” 

French hopes next. year’s 
Portfolio Day includes the 
Université du Québec a Montréal 
(UQAM). 
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Humanitarian Jean Vanier champions the neglected 


Marc APOLLONIO 


Jean Vanier brought a message 
about the uniqueness of every 
human being to a packed Oscar 
Peterson Concert Hall on Feb. 1. 

Vanier is known for the 
approximately 130 LArche com- 
munities that now exist in over 
40 countries around the globe. 

LArche, a reference to the bib- 
lical sheltering ark, or houseboat, 
sponsors communities where 
people with developmental dis- 
abilities live with those who 
assist them. The residents bene- 
fit from a home-like environment 
instead of an institutional set- 
ting. 

Concordia’s Centre for the Arts 
and Human Development invit- 
ed Vanier, a Companion of the 
Order of Canada, member of 
France's Legion of Honour and 
recipient of the Loyola Medal, to 
speak as part of Concordia’s 
Peace and Conflict Resolution 
series. 

That series usually raises ques- 
tions of geopolitical turmoil, but 
not at this lecture. Asked how his 
message touches on such issues, 
Vanier said the gap in wealth 
between rich and poor is a prin- 
ciple cause of social unrest. The 
desire for money, power and 


- 





Jean Vanier's principles match those of the Centre for the Arts and Human Development. 


privilege is destructive on both 
local and global levels. 

“The economy of the richer 
countries is geared towards 
widening this gap; he said. 

Throughout the world, people 
with mental disabilities are often 
the most oppressed and alienat- 
ed. The communities formed by 
LArche present alternatives to 
that alienation. “LArche is a 


model, a sign that it is good to 
live together’ 

The Centre for the Arts and 
Human Development promotes 
a similar message. Established in 
1996, the Centre runs three-year 
creative arts therapy programs 
for about 20 adults with develop- 
mental disabilities. Participants 
engage in art and drama therapy 
groups and either dance/move- 


ment or music therapy. 

University students come to 
the Centre for clinical training 
through the Graduate Program 
in Creative Arts Therapies 
(Faculty of Fine Arts). 

As part of its public outreach 
program, the Centre has pro- 
duced four musicals that fea- 
tured participants in the lead 
roles. A reprise of highlights of 
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the past productions will be pre- 
sented this June as part of the 
Centre’s 10th-anniversary cele- 
brations. 

“I agree with Jean Vanier, said 
Simon, a volunteer of four years 
who chose not to give his full 
name. “Working with this com- 
munity is fun” 

It was Joanabbey Sack who 
initially contacted Vanier, a 
mentor and personal friend, 
and asked him to give the Feb. 1 
lecture. Sack is the centre’s 
dance movement therapist. 

She explained her goal: “If 
they can walk into a room with 
a sense of confidence and pres- 
ence, they are perceived better” 

Developmentally disabled 
people are often perceived as 
being lower functioning than 
they really are because of the 
way they move. This is largely a 
product of their low self- 
esteem. 

By improving her partici- 
pants’ physical communication, 
Sack is increasing the likelihood 
that they will try to integrate 
into communities outside the 
CAHD on their own. 

“Somebody might get inter- 
ested in ballet and then take les- 
sons outside the group — and 
that has really happened.” 


Using game theory to track and determine voting patterns 


ALLISON MARTENS 





To many, India is the storied land 
of Bollywood, Gandhi and the 
Ganges River. To one Concordia 
political scientist, however, it also 
provides an ideal model to study 





the rise and fall of governments 
in multiparty political systems. 
Csaba Nikolenyi’s specialty is 
game theory, and how it can be 
used to predict the stability of 
coalition governments. “It’s very 
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Csaba Nikolenyi will be presenting his research on Indian governments at 
Political Science’s Comparative Politics seminar. 


interesting, because even today, 
Indian party politics have not 
been studied from that perspec- 
tive?” 

For years, the Indian govern- 
ment was dominated by a single 
party. In the late 1960s, it started 
to lose ground to smaller parties. 
As they gained power, more so- 
called proto-parties would spring 
up to seek their slice of the 
action. 

“Since 1989, there have always 
been hung parliaments in India. 
That's surprising, because it has 
the same electoral system as 
Canada and Britain in which 
most of the time, you would 
expect one party to get a majority 
and form a government.” 

Canadians often lament that 
with four major parties there is 
not enough choice. In the 2004 
Indian national elections, Indians 
chose from among dozens, result- 
ing in a highly divided (and per- 
haps unstable) government. 

Nikolenyi’s interest in Indian 
politics goes back at least 10 years, 
while he was a PhD student at 
UBC. In his dissertation, he dis- 
cussed how and why governments 


are formed in India within the 
context of rational choice theory. 

In 1996 - an election year in 
India — he spent a year perform- 
ing doctoral research in a town 
near Bangalore and in Delhi. He 
even managed to get an interview 
with the Maharani of Gwalior, the 
last Hindu queen. He was one of 
the last people to do so before her 
death in 2001. 

He has also extensively studied 
coalition-building and coalition 
stability in the former communist 
countries, including his native 
Hungary. After the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, many post-commu- 
nist countries were also overflow- 
ing with fledgling political parties. 

“The same models that explain 
which types of governments are 
more likely to fall and which are 
more likely to be durable work 
just as well in India and Eastern 
Europe as they do in established 
Western democracies. 

“The implication is that as long 
as you have a democratic party 
system — regardless of differences 
in culture, background or region- 
al setting - that parties tend to 
behave in very similar ways. 


A government's perceived sta- 
bility - or lack thereof - can colour 
its relations with other nations or 
investors. They may be much less 
willing to negotiate with a govern- 
ment they suspect will be short- 
lived. The more stable a govern- 
ment it is, the more credible. 

Nikolenyi is also interested in 
factors that impact voter turnout 
in India. He says the trend to 
increased turnout correlates with 
an increase in political parties and 
hence, choice. 

His main interest, however, is 
how the timing of elections 
impacts turnout. 

Until 1971, national and provin- 
cial elections in India were held at 
the same time. “It’s easier to vote 
when you have to go to the polling 
station only once, and you can 
take care of two elections at the 
same time. It all comes down to 
this separation of cycles.” 

He will discuss this research at a 
Comparative Politics seminar 
sponsored by Concordia’s Depart- 
ment of Political Science, held Feb. 
9 and10 in the Hall Building. For a 
schedule of presenters, visit 
http://news.concordia.ca 
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Poli Sci student youngest contestant 
to compete in front of former PMs 
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Finalists and some of the judges pose on the set of The Next Great Prime Minister. From left: Omeasoo Butt, Joe Clark, Keir Wilmut, winner Deirdra McCracken, Brian Mulroney, Akil Alleyne, Kim 
Campbell and Concordia Liberal Arts College student Taylor Noakes. Judge John Turner was unavailable for this photo. 


ALLISON MARTENS 





Many Concordians were glued 
to their television sets the 
evening of Feb. 4, as one of their 
own vied to become The Next 
Great Prime Minister. 

Taylor Noakes, a second-year 
Liberal Arts College student, 
was one of five finalists selected 
from hundreds of applicants 
nationwide to appear on the 
CTV reality television show. 
Four former prime ministers 
were the judges. 

Brian Mulroney, Kim 
Campbell, Joe Clark and John 
Turner were inscrutable. “I once 
got held up at the dépanneur I 
used to work at. Even that wasn't 
as intimidating as being in front 
of four former prime ministers!” 








Noakes laughed. 

The former leaders quizzed 
contestants on everything from 
health care reform to national 
energy policy. “Because we were 
in front of a national audience, 
they knew they couldn't go soft 
on us.’ Noakes said. 

The Montreal native entered 
the competition after he saw an 
ad in a student newspaper. He 
also admits he received a lot of 
prodding from his girlfriend. 

“It was just one of those sit- 
uations where I realized: ‘Hey, 
I'm always talking about poli- 
tics: I'm always bouncing ideas 
off people's heads, so it seems 
natural that I enter this” 

The competition was started 
as an essay contest a decade ago 
by Frank Stronach (father of 


Liberal MP Belinda), the founder 
and chairman of Magna 
International Inc. This was the 
first time it was televised. 


“I once got held up... 
even that wasn't as 
intimidating as 
being in front of 
four former prime 
ministers” 

Taylor Noakes 

The winner, Deirdra 
McCracken of Université Laval, 
receives a $50,000 prize and a six- 
month internship split among 


the corporate, public and non- 
government sectors arranged by 
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the three sponsors: Magna, the 
Dominion Institute, and 
Carleton University’s Arthur 
Kroeger College of Public 
Affairs. 

As one of the four runners-up, 
Noakes will pocket $10,000 and 
complete a three-month intern- 
ship. 

After experiencing a mild 
bout of stage fright, Noakes 
eased into the lively debate. He 
received a particularly raucous 
round of applause when he 
dressed down McCracken’s plan 
for a two-tier health care sys- 
tem. 

“It’s not rocket science” that 
if doctors are paid more to prac- 
tice in the private sector, that is 
where they will go, leaving the 
public sector to wither, he said. 


Overall, Prime Minister 
Mulroney said the judges were 
impressed by all the candidates. 
“Canada’s future is in good 
hands’ 

Noakes is a CSU councillor, 
and was largely responsible for 
the recent resurrection of the 
NDP club on campus. He wishes 
to promote social policy, per- 
haps one day as a Member of 
Parliament. 

“I think I'd be doing myself 
and most of my countrymen a 
disservice if I didn’t go into poli- 
tics: I'm not trying to sound 
overconfident, but I think I rep- 
resent the views of many 
Canadians. 

“I don't know many people 
who would disagree with free 
health care and free education” 





Team trumps the rest 


Sebastien Guite (left) and Dominic Guay made up half of the Apprentice 
Challenge’s winning team. The challenge was packed between the semi- 
nars, social events and networking opportunities that filled the calendar 
during John Molson School of Business’s Marketing Week. Jan. 23 - 27. 

This was the first time Concordia had hosted the Apprentice 
Challenge, which pitted four teams of four students against each other 
in competitions similar to the ones played out weekly on the reality TV 
show. 

In the first round, each team had to negotiate rock-bottom prices for 
five items including candy, soda and a cup of coffee. One team collected 
all five items without spending a penny. 

In the next round, teams had 20 minutes to sell four small bags of 
candy to earn the highest profit margin. The winning team made $80 
from transactions with passersby. The $200 collected in that round went 
to CASA Cares, a JMSB charity. 

Finally, each team had to pitch 7-Up to a target audience. Marketing 
professor Lea Katsanis judged their success. 

In the end, a tie-breaker was necessary and the whole challenge was 
won with a match of rock, paper, scissors. Sometimes, marketing 
success comes down to luck. 
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Filling history's gaps with art 


ALLISON MarTENS 





Great gaps remain when only offi- 
cial records are used to recon- 
struct a war. Walid Raad says art 
that reflects personal experiences 
can help fill the void. 

Raad held a conference Jan. 25 
to open his exhibit at Concordia’s 
Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery, 
We Can Make Rain But No One 
Came To Ask: Documents from the 
Atlas Group Archive. 

Raad is the founder of the Atlas 
Group, a collective that seeks to 
chronicle the history of modern 
Lebanon — particularly the effects 
of the Lebanese civil war - 
through its collection of thou- 
sands of items such as notebooks, 
photographs, videos and sculp- 
tures. 

When it was formed in 1999, one 
of the Group's first projects was to 
document all 3,641 car bombs that 
exploded in Beirut during the war 
from 1975-1995 At the time, they 
didn't realize those detonations 
were just the beginning: They pre- 
dated others in the Middle East, as 
well as in cities such as Madrid 
and London. 

“We thought we were talking 
about Lebanon in the past, but it 
turns out we were talking not only 
about Lebanon, but the United 


States, Europe and Baghdad in the 
future,’ Raad said. 

Raad grew up in Lebanon and is 
an assistant professor of art at 
Cooper Union in New York City. 
The Atlas Archives are located in 
that city and in Beirut, Lebanon. 


“It’s a shift from 
Jacts being hidden 
to being available.” 

Walid Raad 


“We seem to find documents 
that are historical symptoms, and 
we unpack them to find their 
meanings ... to create a place in 
the universe where the document 
makes sense. It’s a shift from facts 
being hidden to being available in 
the form of data? 

For example, the archives might 
indicate how many of the cars 
used were red. They also show the 
size of the crater, the perimeter of 
destruction and other details. 

These are recorded in the note- 
books of Raad’s fictitious Leb- 
anese historian, Dr. Fad! Fakhouri. 
He “bequeathed” more than 225 
notebooks, a series of self-portaits 
and two short films to the 
archives. 

Wherever he went, Fakhouri 


carried two Super-8 film cameras 
with him. He exposed one frame at 
a time on the appropriate camera 
on two specific occasions: each 
time he thought the war had 
ended, or whenever he passed a 
doctor or dentist's office. 

If you blink, you risk missing 
much of Miraculous Beginnings 
and No, Illness is Neither Here Nor 
There. 

Raad has created several fiction- 
al characters to peel back conven- 
tional historical layers to reveal 


multiple meanings and interpreta- . 


tions of past experiences. 

For example, the video “testimo- 
ny” of Souheil Bachar in The 
Bachar Tapes explores the psycho- 
logical, cultural and homoerotic 
aspects of confinement from a 
non-western point of view, and is 
allegedly based on the experience 
of an actual Arab man who was 
briefly confined with five 
Americans during the western 
hostage crisis in the mid-80s. 

Raad said it was important to 
tell his story because it represents 
a non-Western perspective on the 
crisis. Just like history, Raad said, 
“Every man experiences captivity 
in his own way: 

The exhibit runs until March 4. 
For more information, consult 
What's On. 





Walid Raad, We Can Make Rain But No One Came To Ask, 2005. 








FAMSTOMONSOO MIXONY 


Tango to warm up your winter 


Music professor John Winiarz invites you to join new club 


Music professor John Winiarz 
says you don't have to wear a tie 
like Douglas Rideout (in the 
photo with Eveline Audet) to 
join the newly formed Concordia 
Tango Club. Raw beginners in 
sweatpants are more than wel- 
come. 

The club, which started last 
fall, meets every Thursday 
evening in the foyer of the F.C. 
Smith Auditorium on the Loyola 
Campus. 

There's a course for beginners 
from 7:30 to 9, followed by a 
milonga that showcases the kind 
of tango dancing any beginner 
would aspire to. 

The teacher is noted dancer 
Richard Sagala, assisted by 
Dania Adamuszek, a neurologi- 
cal student and tango aficionada. 

Sagala said about a dozen stu- 
dents show up every week for 
lessons, but the space could 
accommodate up to 75 dancers. 
Most of the students come alone, 
although there are a few couples. 


The male-female ratio is “pretty 
even. 

In the course, the emphasis is 
on the fundamentals, with the 
focus on breathing, musicality, 
posture, and communication 
between dance partners. 


The first challenge 
for the neophyte 
is not the steps 
but the attitude — 
posture, and a good 
connection. 


The first challenge for the 
neophyte is not the steps but 
the attitude, Sagala said. These 
include “the basics of posture to 
acquire a competent lead and 
follow technique and to offer a 
good connection. Connection is 
where all the fun is!” 

At the milonga, or dance, DJ 
Michel Auzet plays a wide vari- 


ety of tango recordings, tradi- 
tional and modern. 

“Many members of the 
Montreal tango community, 
teachers, advanced dancers, 
debutants, and the occasional 
international tango star appear 
at the milonga,’ Winiarz said. 

Sagala said the Argentinian 
tango is unique because “it is a 
totally improvised dance.” Asked 
if it is still enormously popular in 
Montreal, he responded, “Oh yes! 
We can dance every night of the 
week at a different place. 

“For the rest of the week, we 
are flexible, but Thursday night, 
the place to be is at Concordia!” 

It costs $5 to become a mem- 
ber of the club, and each class 
costs $2. For information and 
photos about the club, please go 


to the following website: 
http://www.rsagala.com/ 
inspiratum1.html. 


For information about milon- 
gas around town, go to 
http://www.milonga.ca. 
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FINE ARTS 


VAV Gallery 

Student-run gallery in the Visual Arts Building, 1395 
René-Lévesque W. Blvd. Http://www.vavgallery.com 
Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery 
Open Tuesday to Saturday, noon to 6 p.m. LB-165. Free 
admission, wheelchair accessible. Info at ext. 4750. 
Http://ellengallery.concordia.ca 

+ WE CAN MAKE RAIN BUT NO ONE CAME TO ASK: 
DOCUMENTS FROM THE ATLAS GROUP ARCHIVE 

Until March 4. The Atlas Group Archive was created by 
Walid Raad to research and address the contemporary 
history of Lebanon and, in particular, the recent 
Lebanese wars. Works by Raad and various collabora- 
tors are in the form of videos, documents, photo- 
graphs, montages and performances. This archive, 
which blurs the line between fiction and fact, address- 
es issues of memory, historical truth and the represen- 
tation of the event. Organized by Michéle Thériault. 


» BILINGUAL TOURS 
are available on a walk-in basis. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 12 — 2 p.m. Saturdays from 1 — 3 p.m. 


Criminals in Love 

The Theatre Department presents George F. Walker's 
Criminals in Love, directed by the new artistic director 
for Geordie Productions, Dean Fleming. Feb. 9 — 11 
and 16 — 18 at 8 p.m. Matinees Feb. 12 and 18 at 2 
p.m. at the Cazalet Theatre, 7141 Sherbrooke W. 
(beneath the Loyola Chapel). Set in a gritty east-end 
neighbourhood, Junior faces the uncertainties of his 
future, as a young man whose family members are 
involved in a life of crime. He faces his challenges as the 
plot leads to an unanticipated twist of fate. Tickets are 
$10, $5 for students. For more info, call ext. 4742. 





OSCAR PETERSON 
CONCERT HALL 


Located at 7141 Sherbrooke W. Box office: Monday to 
Friday, 9:30 a.m. to noon, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., ext. 
4848. For full listing of events: Http://oscar.concordia.ca 


EuCuE Series 

A selection of stereo and multi-channel works present- 
ed by the Concordia University Department of Music. 
Feb. 8 at 8 p.m., Feb. 9-10 at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. Free. 


Piano recital 

The Huayi Music School presents its Spring Festival 
concert. Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m. For information and 
reservations, call (450) 465-3720. 


Suzuki Institute 

Students of all ages will perform repertoire standards. 
Directed by Josée Desjardins and Maude Durand. Feb. 
19 at 4 p.m. Free admission. For information, email 
menuet@sympatico.ca 


The Return of Danny Eason 

An exciting evening of gospel music. Feb. 25 at 8 p.m. 
Tickets at the box office and Admission: $20 in advance, 
$30 at the door (service charges applicable). Presented 
by D&D Music. 





MEETINGS & EVENTS 


Comparative Politics Seminar 

The Department of Political Science, in collaboration 
with the Concordia-UQAM Chair in Ethnic Studies, pres- 
ents a seminar on comparative politics, “Citizenship 
and Representation in Comparative Perspective.” Feb. 9 
and 10 in H-1220. For complete itinerary, contact 
Andre Lecours at ext. 4079 or email 
alecours@magma.ca 


Night Stop 

The Peace and Conflict Resolution Film Series presents 
this film by Licinio Azevedo, Night Stop charts a series 
of stories about the lives of women who wait for the 
arrival of truck drivers at an overnight station In 
Mozambique, where more than 30 per cent of the pop- 
ulation is HIV positive. Feb. 9 at 6 p.m. in H-110. 


Irish Film Festival 

As part of North America’s largest Irish film festival, 
Gine Gael Montreal presents Rocky Road to Dublin, a 
documentary film about Ireland in the 1960s that has 
been suppressed for 37 years. Feb. 10 at 7 p.m. in the 
J,A. DeSéve Cinema (LB-125). All are welcome. A free- 
will offering to assist the Irish Studies program at 
Concordia is suggested. 


Cinema Politica 

Screenings start at 7:30 p.m and take place in H-110. 
For more info, visit http://www.cinemapolitica.org 

+ DANGEROUS LIVING/LOCK, CHAINS & A CITY 

Feb. 13. Dangerous Living: Coming Out in the 
Developing World is a feature-length documentary that 
explores the immense changes that occurred for gays, 
lesbians and transgender people living in the Global 
South. Next, Lock, Chains and a City takes an evocative 
look at the increasing security measures taken by the 
tesidents of San Jose, Costa Rica against a perceived 
rise in crime in that city. 


+ ARISTIDE & THE ENDLESS REVOLUTION 

Feb, 21. This documentary explores the events that led 
to the removal of Jean-Bertrand Aristide, the demo- 
cratically elected President of Haiti. Nicolas Rossier 
takes the viewer into a journey of political intriques, 
armed criminals posing as freedom fighters and eco- 
nomic fiascos. 


Employment Workshop 

If you will be graduating between now and June 2006, 
you won't want to miss this workshop. Immigration 
Canada’s policy has been developed to benefit interna- 
tional students enabling students to work in Canada 
for up to one year in a job related to their course of 
study. Feb. 14 from 9:30 — 11 a.m. in H-760. 


Arab-Israeli Dialogue Group 

A presentation about a specific topic will be presented 
by both the Israeli and the Arab view. Attendees will 
then split into groups to discuss their views where 
there will be moderators to keep the dialogue organ- 
ized. Feb. 12, 2-4 p.m. in H-403. This is the third dia- 
logue in the series, the last two were successful with 


MBA Information Session 

Join faculty, students and staff of the MBA Department 
at the John Molson School of Business to learn more 
about our program and the admission requirements. 
Feb, 15, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Space is limited. To register, 
visit http://www.johnmolson.concordia.ca/mba/infos- 
essions.htm! 

Engineering & Computer Science 
Alumni Chapter 

Looking for a career change? Is your current situation 
unsatisfactory? About to enter the working world? The 
ECAC will host an information session that will focus on 
human resources and job searches, interview and 
resumé basics, opportunities for ECAC alumni and 
more. Feb. 22, 6 — 8:30 p.m. in H-767. $10, or $5 for 
students. Space is limited, please RSVP by Feb. 1. Visit 
http://alumni.concordia.ca/cuaa/chapters/ecac/ or call 
ext. 4397 


Habitat for Humanity 

Would you like to build houses and your understanding 
of housing issues? Habitat for Humanity is a program 
dedicated to the elimination of poverty housing by 
building homes in partnership with families in need. 
For more information or to get involved with the 
Concordia Chapter, email habitat@alcor.concordia.ca 


Canadian Centre for Architecture 
presents Blind Spot, a documentary series inspired by 
the exhibition Sense of the City that explores the 
extraordinary lives of city dwellers. Films start at 6 p.m. 
admission is free but seating is limited. At the CCA, 1920 
Rue Baile. 


+ OSCAR 

Feb. 9. Oscar is a taxi driver in Buenos Aires who rebels 
against the bombardment of advertising by transform- 
ing billboards with his own collages and drawings. 
Spanish version with English subtitles. Directed by 
Sergio Morkin. 


+ TERMINAL BAR/DARK DAYS 

Feb. 23. Stefan Nadelman’s Terminal Bar describes one 
of the toughest bars in Times Square portrayed through 
the black and white photographs taken by bartender 
Sheldon Nadelman from 1972 to 1982. After, Dark Days 
by Marc Singer presents the grit, honesty, and 
resourcefulness of an unlikely urban community of 
homeless people living in a train tunnel beneath 
Manhattan. 


Concordia Toastmasters Club 

You can master skills to help you formulate and express 
your ideas, improve your ability to listen and evaluate 
other people's ideas. We can help you get rid of that 
nervousness when you are asked to speak, all done ina 
positive and supportive environment. We meet every 
Monday evening. For more information: 
Http://www.angelfire.com/co/TOASTM or contact Susan 
Ehret at 637-0190, susanehret@sympatico.ca 


LECTURES 


Looking for Shirley 

In her presentation, “Looking for Shirley: The Ultimate 
Norm,” Communication Studies Professor Lorna Roth 
traces ‘Shirley's’ origins, her many historical faces and 
the recent recognition in photo and television indus- 
tries that a Caucasian skin tone is a highly problematic 
norm. Feb. 10, 1:30-3:30 p.m. in MU-101 (2170 
Bishop St.). 

Fine Arts presents Nina 
Czegledy 

Meet Fine Arts’ newest adjunct associate professor. In 
her lecture, “Sans Frontiéres: Existence on the Threshold 
of Dreams and Reality,” Czegledy will describe the mir- 
acle-making activities of a media artist. Feb. 14 from 
11:30 to 1 p.m. in EV6.735. The presentation charts 
borderless collaborations from Budapest to Beijing, 
Fanging over the last two decades. 


Defiant Imagination Series 
Presented by the Faculty of Fine Arts. All lectures start 
at 6 p.m. See listings for details. 

+ KEVIN AUSTEN 

Feb. 15. Concordia music professor Kevin Austen will 
deliver a lecture entitled “Sound Ideas: The 
Ineffabilities of Sounds and Music.” In English at the 
York Amphitheatre, room 615 in the EV Complex (1515 
Ste. Catherine St. W.). 


+ JOEY BERZOWSKA 

Feb. 22. Berzowska, a professor of Design and 
Computation Arts and Hexagram researcher, will dis- 
cuss her work in the lecture “Soft Computation and 
Responsive Fashion.” In French at the Montreal Museum 
of Contemporary Art, 185 Ste. Catherine St. W. 


Canadian Jewish Studies series 
Concordia’s Institute for Canadian Jewish Studies pres- 
ents a lecture by Dr. Shelley Zipora Reuter, Assistant pro- 
fessor of Sociology at Concordia University. Reuter will 
discuss “Racial Ideology, Anti-Immigrationism and Tay- 
Sachs Disease: Diagnosing the Genuine Jewish Type” 
Feb. 16 at 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. in FA-202 (2060 MacKay). 
Free admission. 


The Hellenic Studies Unit 

of Concordia University and the Montreal section of the 
International Society of the Friends of Nikos Kazantzakis 
invite you to a lecture by Dr. Lampros Kamberidis on 
“The Theology of Nikos Kazantzakis.” Feb. 19 at 5 p.m. 
at the Cretan Association of Montreal, 5220 Park Ave. 
Free admission, wine and cheese to follow. 


SELF HELP & 
SUPPORT 


Counselling and Development 
Offers services to both undergraduate and graduate 
students on an individual basis as well as in groups. 
Students will benefit from counselling services, stu- 
dent learning services, career services, and those pro- 
vided by the New Student Programme Office and the 
Student Success Centre. Services are provided by pro- 
fessional staff and on both campuses. For more info., 
visit http://cdev.concordia.ca 


Legal Information Services 

Offers free, confidential, information and assistance to 
all students, faculty and staff at Concordia. Classes or 
working during the day? We're open every Wednesday 
until 8 p.m. For more info., call ext. 4960 or visit 
http://supportservices.concordia.ca/legalinformation- 
services. Visits by appointment only. 


Student Success Centre 

Can help all Concordia students achieve their goals and 
can provide access to services on both campuses aimed 
at promoting personal and academic success. Come in 
to speak with one of the Student Success mentors or 
sign up for workshops, writing assistance, and more. 
Visit http://studentsuccess.concordia.ca for info. 





MULTI-FAITH 
CHAPLAINCY 
SCHEDULE OF EUCHARISTS (ROMAN CATHOLIC) IN THE 


LOYOLA CHAPEL: Sundays at 11 a.m., Tues., Wed. and Fri. 
at 12:05 p.m. Mon. and Thurs. Communion at 12:05 p.m. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 12 P.M. FEBRUARY 20 


Krishnamurti video talks 

This semester's theme, “Goodness and Passion’, will be 
explored in the films What are you? (Feb. 10) and What 
is Goodness? (Feb. 17). All screenings take place at 

1 p.m. in AD-408 at Loyola and 8:30 p.m. in H-620 
downtown. Free. Call 937-8869 for more info. 


Zen Meditation 

With Mydk6, Buddhist Associate Chaplain. Every 
Thursday in Annex Z (2090 MacKay St.). Instruction for 
beginners at 11:45 a.m. Sitting from 12 — 1 p.m. 
Optional question and discussion period from 1 — 1:30 
p.m. For more information, call 842-3648. 





TEACHING SERVICES 


CTLS 

The Centre for Teaching and Learning Services arganizes a 
series of workshops for faculty and teaching assistants to 
enhance their teaching skills. For a full list of workshops 
and registration, call ext. 2495 or visit http://teaching.con- 
cordia.ca/workshops/ 

+ DEVELOPING CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT 

Critically evaluate different assessment methods and 


‘leam to develop an assessment strategy that is aligned 


with your course objectives. Feb. 15 from 10 a.m. — 12 
p.m. in AD-210 (Loyola). 

+ ENHANCING YOUR PRESENTATION SKILLS 

Led by an experienced faculty member with a background 
in theatre, this workshop will provide you with a construc- 
tive, practical and liberating approach to enhancing dass- 
room performance. (2 x 3 hour sessions). March 3, from 
9:30 a.m. — 5 p.m. in AD-429 (Loyola). 


Tutoring Services 

Professional quality tutoring in math, physics, mechani- 
cal engineering and writing. You choose the location, 
improvement guaranteed. For more information, visit 
Attp://www.universitutor.com 

English Writing Workshop 

conducted by professional instructor with more than 20 
years’ experience. One on one training to improve your 
grammar, vocabulary, sentence structure, etc. Lear how 
to properly compose term papers and assignments (the- 
sis, footnotes, bibliography, etc.) and receive help editing 
text. Excellent Rates! Call Ron at 369-9135 or email rock- 
etron@videotron.ca 

Editing, proofreading, tutoring and 
translation 

Experienced Concordia Graduate offers editing and proof- 
reading services to university students at all levels. 
Specialized in working with international students from 
various backgrounds. Call 223-3489 or email 
biancageo@yahoo.com 





APARTMENTS 


Perfect for Visiting Professor 

Cozy three-bedroom bungalow on quiet residential 
street in Ville St. Laurent. Fully furnished with private 
garden and single car garage. Seven min. walk to trains, 
15 min. walk or 5 min. bus ride to Cote-Vertu metro. 
$1,500/mo. negotiable. To view photos, visit 
http://www. kiddiesgames.com/montreal. For more info, 
call 747-8995 or email emma.michael@sympatico.ca. 
Professor/professional occupancy preferred. 

Go downtown 

Beautifully renovated 4 1/2 condo in the heart of 
downtown. High ceilings, hardwood floors, five 
appliances, working fireplace, back balcony with shed, 
lots of storage and built-in shelves. Furniture available if 
required. Very clean and quiet, close to McGill and 
Concordia. Call Maria at 282-1801 or 835-8880. 


For prof or mature student 
Newly-constructed in-law suite with living room, 
kitchen and closed bedroom for rent. Steps from Loyola 
Campus. Garden, lots of natural light, private entrance 
and intercom system. For a quiet non-smoker, perfect 
for a mature graduate student or professor. $550.mo 
includes heat and hydro. Available immediately. Call 
(450) 458-1515. 


Room in NDG Condo 

Room in 8 1/2condo with yard. Close to Snowdon and 
Villa-Maria Metro. 4 bdr., 2 bath. on 2 levels. Wireless 
internet, heating, electricity, washer, dryer and dish- 
washer included. $500/mo. negotiable, available 
immediately. Email jhinesO1@hotmail.com 


Responsible person required 
Medical resident seeks someone to occasionally assist 
with picking his 2.5 year-old son up and dropping him 
off at daycare (across from the Children’s Hospital) in 
exchange for free rent. Some food also included. Your 
toom is fully furnished. You must own a car and be very 
responsible. Wireless Internet, heating, electricity, 
washer, dryer and dishwasher included. Email 
jhines01@hotmail.com 
Mile End Condo for Sublet 
Three-bedroom unit. Furnished with antiques, freshly 
painted, with refinished wood floors. Parking and out- 
door garden. All new appliances. Suitable for profes- 
sionals, visiting professors, etc. Available between now 
and September. $2,000/mo. includes everything: 
Internet, phone, heating, electricity and cable. Phone 
Catherine at 967-9008 or email cdawe@videotron.ca 


Furnished Victorian apartment 

to rent downtown. Quiet street, eight minutes walk from 
Sir George campus. Two floor apartment, fully equipped 
with Internet, phone and cable. Two bedrooms and a fire- 
place. Cleaning service once a week. Ideal for a sabbatical 
stay in Montreal. $1,800/mo.Call 848-2424 ext. 7347 


Sublet in Mile End area 

Available until mid-March. Frequent bus service, close to 
mountain, stores and restaurants. Comfortable, attrac- 
tive 1-bedroom lower duplex. Bedroom on lower floor, 
plus dining room, office and living room with fireplace 
and TV. Everything included: laundry area, heat, basic 
phone service, high speed internet. Suitable for one per- 
son or couple.  $1,500/mo. negotiable. Email 
ns_kaha@yahoo.ca 


7 1/2 in NDG 

Upper floor apartment on Melrose between Sherbrooke 
and de Maisonneuve. Two skylights, high ceilings, wood 
floors, fireplace, large front deck, steel back balcony. 
Washer/dryer outlets, storage in basement. $1100/mo. 
unheated. Call 483-3433. 





UNCLASSIFIED 


Swing Dancing 

Swing dancing, practice and demonstration. This intro- 
duction to partnered dance styles, specifically Jazz and 
Blues related dances, will include dance practice and 
music, as well as discussion of the roots of various 
styles, Feb. 11 from 2 — 4 p.m. in H-539-3. Come with 
a partner, or without! Sponsored by the Concordia 
Student Union. 


Artist's studio for rent 

Large and bright studio overlooking Lachine canal. To 
share with one person: $300/mo., to share with two is 
$150. For more info, call 849-3901 or email 
charrison@aei.ca 


Seeks French Language Exchange 
Montreal couple, originally from France, seek English 
immersion for their 15-year old son during the winter 
break from Feb. 24 - March 13. Willing to exchange vis- 
its for teenager seeking French immersion in Montreal. 
Contact Maie or Patrick at 596-3945 or email 
fortilar@ca.inter.net 


Learn Italian in Florence 

Michelangelo Language School, a private school for for- 
eigners, is located in a 15th century palace in historic 
Florence, Italy. This year’s trip is from May 27 — June 25 
(4 weeks with 80 hours of lessons). Approximate cost is 
$1,500 for tuition and accommodation. Deadline for reg- 
istration is March 31. For more information, contact 
Josée Di Sano at 488-1778 or studyitalian@hotmail.com 


Phobia research study 

The Fear and Anxiety Disorders Lab on the Loyola Campus 
is seeking individuals for a psychology study investigat- 
ing a component of treatment for phobia. You will be 
compensated $10 for your time. This research is super- 
vised by Dr. Adam S. Radomsky. For more info, call Rana 
at 848-2424 ext. 2199 or email her at anxlab@alcor.con- 
cordia.ca 


Self-Defense classes 

Jeet Kune Do instruction available. Train in the martial art 
founded by the legendary Bruce Lee. Learn to defend 
yourself, and the art of expressing the human body. For 
more info, email Sifu Collin at emrys333jkd@yahoo.com 


Income tax returns 
Concordia Graduate does income tax returns for a low fee. 
Call 223-3489 or email biancageo@yahoo.com 
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DAN PLOUFFE 
The Loyola Gym was rocking last 
Friday night, as the Concordia 
Stingers men’s basketball team 
beat the Laval Rouge et Or 64-57 
in what has become a great rivalry 
between two of the top basketball 
programs in the nation. 

“It’s always close, it’s always 
tense, and it’s a healthy rivalry? 
Director of Recreation and 
Athletics Katie Sheahan said of 
games between the two teams. 
“They're very well matched and 
they play hard. It’s absolutely 
exciting. It’s hard for it not to be 
intense throughout” 

Over the past three years, the 
Stingers hold a slight advantage 
over the Rouge et Or, having won 
seven games and lost five, but 
every contest is a tremendous bat- 
tle in itself. 

And that’s what makes it so 
much fun for the people watching 
in the stands. As is always the case 
at Concordia versus Laval games, 
the noise level was at a constant 
near-deafening pitch last Friday. 
Following the national anthem, the 
pounding of Stingers thunder- 
sticks, given out by the promotions 
staff, replaced traditional applause. 

That typical tight match 
between the squads was on dis- 
play in the first half of the game, as 
Concordia held a slim 37-34 
advantage at halftime. Mid-way 
through the second half, the 
Stingers and the crowd created a 
whirl of momentum — highlight- 
ed by Dwayne Buckley's dazzling 
slam-dunk — as Concordia pulled 
away from the Rouge et Or. 
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Dwayne Buckley sinks the ball while fans look on. Buckley was named the Concordia-Sir Winston Churchill Pub Athlete 
of the Week on Feb. 6. The Stingers bested their Laval rivals on Feb. 3, much to the delight of the home crowd. 


Buckley led the team with 19 
points, while 6-foot-10 centre Ben 
McCarthy had his best outing for 
Concordia, grabbing an amazing 
eight offensive rebounds to go 
with eight on the defensive end 
and 11 points. It was a perform- 
ance very much to the liking of the 
crowd. 


“Beating Laval is like beating 
your older brother whos beaten 
you every single day; said 
Concordia Student Union presi- 
dent Mohamed Shuriye of the 
school that is the nemesis of many 
of the Stinger teams in other 
sports. Shuriye took up his regular 
spot behind the Laval bench to 


Stingers 
hockey 
season in 
full swing 


Left: The Stingers’ Isabelle Caron 
and Rouge et Or player Natalie 
Smith in a game at McGill on Feb. 
5. They won it 2-1. 


Right: Stingers’ Bruno Champagne 
and UQTR- player Tommy 
Lafontaine. Concordia’s men were 
beaten 3-2 in this game against 
the Université du Québec 4 Trois- 
Riviéres on Feb. 3, but they won 
their games the previous weekend 
in Toronto -— 7-4 over the 
University of Toronto on Jan. 27, 
and 8-3 over Ryerson Jan. 28. _ 


bug the hell out of the Rouge et Or 
during timeouts with his loud 
drum-beating. 

The CSU gave away 20 free tick- 
ets to the game to Concordia stu- 
dents, and will pay for a bus to 
Halifax if the Stingers make it to 
the National Championships like 
they did last year. 


Stingers hoopsters dunk Laval 
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And that’s exactly what the 
team is planning on, team captain 
Patrick Perrotte said. “We want to 
be first in our conference— that is 
most important to us. I think with 
our talent, were way better than 
the other teams, and now it's just 
about putting the basketball IQ 
together. We improve every game 
and that’s the best thing, and we 
have shown we can win against 
any team” 

Concordia is in first place now 
with a 10-2 record and four games 
remaining in the regular season. 
The Rouge et Or, who were ranked 
first in Canada before the season 
while Concordia was out of the 
top-10, now sit at 8-5 in second 
place in Quebec behind Bishops. 
Those rankings were not some- 
thing with which Perrotte or his 
teammates were concerned. 

“I don't know who said they are 
a better team, but we never 
thought that way; Perrotte said. 
For him, beating Laval means 
more than just winning a game. 

“The Quebec basketball world 
is a small world. Everybody knows 
everybody. Many players from 
Montreal choose to go to Laval, 
making the rivalry also between 
Quebec City and Montreal. “|All 
the players] want to prove who 
has the best program’ 

So far this year, that would be 
Concordia. And that’s certainly to 
Sheahan’s delight. 

“I'm very proud of them, they've 
put in a lot of hard work and 
they're playing smart? she said. 
“The coach is doing everything he 
can to get them ready for every 
match, and they're delivering. 
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